M AVID

The Three Phases

of the Critical Reading Process

AVID'’s critical reading process has three phases, with some phases containing
multiple components. It is important to note that vocabulary building happens
throughout the entire critical reading process and does not have to be tied to
any one particular phase, even though it is included in the “engage” phase
within this book. When teaching the critical reading process, educators should
use the reading purpose to guide the process and help in the selection of
strategies at each phase. It is also crucial that educators model strategies for
students throughout the entire critical reading process and follow the gradual
release of responsibility model until students can confidently use the critical
reading process independently.

Activate Planning for Reading. Establish a purpose for reading.
Then, intentionally identify strategies that are needed
' to successfully read the text. Both content and skill
development play a role in planning, as does identifying

how a “content expert” would read the text.

Selecting the Text. Select the texts, or portions of texts,
that will be read. Educators will select texts initially, with
the goal being that students will eventually play a role in

the selection process. To maximize the effectiveness of

texts, use the suggested text-selection criteria to identify
the ideal text.

Pre-Reading. Determine what work needs to be done
prior to the successful reading of a text. Preview the text
and connect to or build background knowledge by looking
both inside and outside the text.

Engage Building Vocabulary. Understand and connect key
academic and content-related vocabulary to aid in deeper
comprehension of the text. While this is included within
the “engage” portion of the critical reading process,
vocabulary building can happen at any point.

Interacting With the Text. Interact with the text to
process information as it is read. This is done by
numbering paragraphs or chunking texts, marking
texts to isolate key information, writing in the margins,
questioning, and visualizing texts. Usually, a deeper
processing of a text occurs over multiple reads with
varying purposes for each read.

Extend Extending Beyond the Text. Utilize the text to complete
the assigned academic task. “Extend” strategies focus

- ) the development of academic thinking skills such as
apply, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize.
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